
  

2 October 2018 
 
The Pharmacy Council seeks feedback on removing the Written Examination for intern 
pharmacists 
 
The Pharmacy Council is asking for the views on its plan to discontinue the written 
examination it currently requires intern pharmacists to sit. 
 
The Pharmacy Council commissioned an independent review of the written examination in 
May 2018. The review supported the written examination being removed. 
 
The Pharmacy Council’s Chief Executive Michael Pead says the recommendation to remove 
the exam was prompted by the competencies it tested now being assessed in other aspects 
of pharmacist training. In effect, the exam duplicates testing of four areas intern pharmacists 
already have passed, or will pass, to become a fully registered pharmacist.   
 
The written exam was introduced in 2014 to assess the clinical knowledge, and the 
application of that clinical knowledge, of intern pharmacists. The Pharmacy Council 
consulted on the decision to introduce the exam, and the majority supported the exam’s 
introduction at that time. 
 
“However, in the four years since the exam was introduced, there have been many 
improvements in the educational programmes and assessments through which intern 
pharmacists qualify. These have circumvented the requirement for the Written Examination.” 
 
Michael Pead says the Pharmacy Council is confident in the quality of assessment within the 
Intern Training Programme and the five-year university programmes which pharmacists 
undergo to qualify, all of which are accredited to a high standard.  
 
“The Pharmacy Council works to ensure pharmacists are qualified and have the ability to 
practice safely. We are confident the qualifications and assessments for pharmacists are of a 
high standard and a written examination is no longer required.” 
 
Michael Pead says the review did raise concern around whether intern pharmacists are 
sufficiently tested around the quality of their spoken English and their skill and judgement 
with calculations.  
 
“The Pharmacy Council will be exploring how these competencies could be better assessed 
in a way that benefits the public and the profession,” he says. 
 
Submissions on the Pharmacy Council’s recommendation to discontinue the written 
examination close at midday on Friday, October 19, 2018. 
 
Responses can be submitted via this short online form.  
 

[ends] 
 
For more information contact: Michael Pead on 04 495 0330 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf360rvqRTJt8tYg-jtpzcK9nNwcQN63yR1Kx7o7dwRs35o0g/viewform

